
ENGLISH 2000— SYLLABUS 
2017 Spring Semester 
Instructor: Mary B. Sellers                                               Section: 2000-062                           
Office: Allen 332                                                
Office Hours: M (12:00-1:00) & W (12:00-2:00)                                                  
Office Phone: 578-0318                                                                                         
e-mail: mselle6@lsu.edu *preferred                                                                                            
                                                                      
              
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
Practice in argument writing and research-based inquiry. English 2000 is a General Education course in the English 
Composition Area, which is designed to develop the following competency: LSU graduates will conduct research-based 
inquiry, including articulation of complex disciplinary and interdisciplinary problems, effective evaluation and analysis of primary 
and secondary sources, and integration of relevant information into original discourse. 
 
This course asks you to consider and engage in academic argument. It explores rhetorical tactics that you and other 
writers may use to develop and support claims. Developing our ability to conduct research and sound reasoning, as 
well as compose clear and coherent writing, we will consider the uses and abuses of various arguments and stances--
individually and socially. We want to learn here together how to move a conversation forward. We will work 
together to grow as thinkers, writers, and communicators who will go out into different roles in the world.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND SUPPLIES: 
 

 Everyone’s an Author. 2nd Ed. By Andrea Lunsford et al. Norton 
 Moodle 
 Access to Laptop Computer 
 Back-up drive (flash or external or Google docs) 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 

1. Use writing and reading for inquiry, learning, thinking, communicating and persuading. 
2. Learn how to conduct research and use it effectively in your written works: 

a.  Interpret, evaluate, integrate, and document information gathered from primary and secondary 
sources; 

b. Understand a research assignment as a series of tasks that include: finding, 
evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing information from primary and  
secondary sources; 

c. Use a variety of research strategies (interviews, surveys, online and print journal articles, books and 
databases, etc.); 

d. Integrate information from sources into your writing, documenting it according to appropriate 
conventions. 

3. Respond appropriately to different kinds of rhetorical situations, with a focus on purpose and the needs of 
various audiences using appropriate genre conventions. 

4. Adopt appropriate voice, tone, and level of formality. 
5. Apply knowledge of structure and organization, paragraphing, and mechanics. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:mselle6@lsu.edu


Academic Integrity:  
 
According to section 10.1 of the LSU Code of Student Conduct, “A student may be charged with Academic 
Misconduct” for a variety of offenses, including the following: unauthorized copying, collusion, or collaboration; 
“falsifying” data or citations; “assisting someone in the commission or attempted commission of an offense”; and 
plagiarism, which is defined in section 10.1.H as a “lack of appropriate citation, or the unacknowledged inclusion 
of someone else's words, structure, ideas, or data; failure to identify a source, or the submission of essentially the 
same work for two assignments without permission of the instructor(s).”  
 
Disability Code:  
 
According to our General Catalog, The Office of Disability Services assists students in identifying and developing 
accommodations and services to help overcome barriers to the achievement of personal and academic goals. 
Services are provided for students with temporary or permanent disabilities. Accommodations and services are 
based on the individual student's disability-based need. Students must provide current documentation of their 
disabilities. Students should contact the office early so that necessary accommodations can be arranged. 
 
Attendance Policy (UWP):  
 
When students have valid reasons for absence (see PS-22), they are responsible “for providing reasonable advance 
notification and appropriate documentation of the reason for the absence” and “for making up examinations, 
obtaining lecture notes, and otherwise compensating for what may have been missed.” Teachers “will assist those 
students who have valid reasons,” but some in-class activities are difficult to make up. Valid reasons that must be 
documented include:  Illness; serious family emergency; special curricular requirements such as judging trips or field 
trips; court-imposed legal obligations such as subpoenas or jury duty; military obligations; serious weather 
conditions; religious observances (see the interfaith calendar website); official participation in varsity athletic 
competitions or university musical events. 
 
Absences without valid reasons, or unexcused absences, are limited to three per term in classes that meet three 
times a week (e.g., MWF) and two per term in classes that meet two times a week (e.g., TTH or MW). Beyond these 
limits, each unexcused absence will lower the final course grade by one grade increment: for example, a B+ goes to a 
B, a B goes to a B-, and a B- goes to a C+.  
 
NOTE: DOCUMENTATION FOR ABSENCES ARE DUE TO THE INSTRUCTOR WITHIN A WEEK 
FOLLOWING THE ABSENCE. 
 
 
Plus/Minus Grade Policy: 
 
According to the Office of the University Registrar, “Plus/Minus Grading is required for all undergraduate, 
graduate, and professional courses using the A through F letter grading system. The letter grades A, B, C, and D 
have the suffix plus (+) or minus (-) included to distinguish higher and lower performances within each of these 
letter grades. The letter grade F does not include the plus/minus distinction.”  
 
For determining mid-term and final grades, the following scale will be used:  
 
100-97=A+ 89-87=B+ 79-77=C+ 69-67=D+ 59 and 

below=F 
96-93=A 86-83=B 76-73=C 66-63=D  
92-90=A- 82-80=B- 72-70=C- 62-60=D-  

 

http://appl003.lsu.edu/ups.nsf/$Reference/D45654A11F8AC79686256C250062AE4D/$File/PS+22+revision+8+2007.pdf


 
DIVERSITY STATEMENT: 
 
I am committed to fostering a positive learning environment based on inclusion, open communication, mutual 
respect, and appreciation of diversity. Please use this opportunity to learn from one another, respecting others’ 
opinions, experiences, beliefs, values, and differences. Refrain from personal attacks or demeaning comments. Our 
goal is thoughtful and courteous intellectual dialogue.  
 
This is an interactive, discussion-oriented course. This means that all students are responsible for contributing to 
both their own learning experience and the learning experience of others. There is room for vigorous discussion, 
and sometimes even heated intellectual disagreement in this classroom; however, it is expected that each person 
treat others with the utmost care and respect. Conflict between ideas does not need to become conflict between 
people. Members of this class are expected to make efforts to follow these norms of respect for one another: 
 
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY: Listen attentively when others are talking; refrain from side conversations during class 
discussion; seek a balance between speaking and listening. Be aware and take responsibility for your communication style, 
including body language and tone.   
 
BE PRESENT: Only use phones and laptops for purposes that are relevant to class work. 
 
BE KIND AND UP-FRONT: Presume positive intentions and expect that conflict is often part of a generative learning space. 
Resolve interpersonal conflicts in a manner that displays concern for both self and others. If your ability to be engaged in the class 
is hindered by interpersonal conflict, let the instructor know. 
 
BE RESPECTFUL OF DIFFERENCE: This classroom is an inclusive space for people of every culture, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, religion, ethnicity, wealth, political affiliation, nationality, ability, etc. Intolerance for our full range of diversity will 
not be acceptable here. Please make every effort to maintain an atmosphere where each person feels welcome to share and respond 
to ideas. Speak from your own experiences and don’t presume to speak for others.    
 
I want you to not only respond to my questions but also to your classmates’ questions and comments. I hope to encourage lively 
debate and discussion. However, practice manners: wait your turn to speak, try not to interrupt your fellow classmate, etc. Be 
mindful of how and what you’re communicating, listen carefully to one another, and approach each class discussion with both 
compassion and open-mindedness. 
 

 If you choose to take notes on your laptops, I may request a copy of those notes at any time. In addition, a student 
who disrupts instruction—by disrespecting another student or the instructor, by using electronics when not asked to, 
etc.—will be asked to leave the classroom and be counted absent for that day. 

 If I can survive 50 minutes without Pokemon Go, Instagram, or Snapchat, I know you can too.  
 
  
 
DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING: 
 
Project 1: Disagreeing with Another Text        750 words  
 20% 
Project 2: Opinion Pieces & Reviews: Definitional & Policy Claims   1500 words  
 20% 
Project 3: Annotated Bibliography                                                    500 words   
 10% 
Project 4: Research Proposal                                                500 words    
 10% 



Project 5: Researched Argument Essay                         Draft-5%      2000 words   
 30%* 
Participation/In-class Writing/Homework                                                                   10% 
 
TOTAL:                                                                                                                    100% 
*Assessed Document 
 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Work will not be graded if it is submitted late. 
Quizzes and other classroom activities cannot be made up if you miss them.  
If you have a valid excuse that is documented, the instructor will then assist you in making up the assignment. (see 
attendance policy above) 
 
*Hardcopies of assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you are going to be absent on the day that an 
assignment is due, you are still responsible for turning it in on (or before) the scheduled due date. I will not grade 
work turned in after the due date and time, unless you have made arrangements with me in advance or you provide 
valid documentation for your absence (see attendance policy above).   
 
Most larger writing assignments will be due the morning of class as a hardcopy (so, 10:30 am), as well as 
uploaded electronically to Moodle. I do, however, reserve the right to change the due dates and times for papers. 
But rest assured, these changes will largely be in your favor. I will give you all ample time and notification (both in 
person during class, via email, and adjustments to the uploaded syllabus on Moodle) to adjust your schedule and 
complete assignments in a timely manner. 
*You must turn in a hardcopy of each assignment and upload a copy to our course Moodle page as back-up; however, only 
hardcopy assignments will be graded and returned. 
  
 
Writing Responses/ Blog Posts: 
 
I will periodically assign small writing assignments “free writes” for you to complete either in-class or as a “blog post” 
on Moodle. The assignments on Moodle will be in designated “forums” in which you will discuss and/or write 
about the assigned topic. The word lengths of these will vary throughout the semester, but I will keep them 
generally short in length (a couple hundred words). Also, for some of these blogs, you will all be required to have 
one response and one comment on another classmate’s post. I find that this is a helpful way in promoting 
discussion amongst your peers.  
 
 
GUIDELINES  FOR FORMATTING: 
 

1. MLA Formatting: Double-space, Times New Roman, 12 Point Size, 1-inch margins for all essays, top-right 
header with last name and page number. (Practice this on all drafts.) 

2. Turn in source materials for your research (print outs of web-site materials) plus Works Cited for drafts and 
finals. 

3. Always turn in everything that you or I write for each assignment: the assignment sheet, all notes, brainstorming, 
outlines, drafts, etc. 

4. While I’ll appreciate your attempt at humor with submitting something in Comic Sans, save yourself the 
points and follow the above rules.



CONFERENCES: 
 
You will be required to discuss your work with me in one or more conferences. 
 
By remaining enrolled in this course, you agree to the policies outlined in this syllabus and the 
university’s academic integrity, conduct, and attendance policies. 
 
 
CLASS BLOG & “MAGICAL THINKING” THEME: 
 
I have decided to host a “cyber home-base” for our class on an easily-assessable Wordpress blog. I 
will provide the link to you via e-mail and Moodle, but also here for syllabus purposes: 
http://ENGL200062.wordpress.com.  
 
This blog will serve as our “base” forum for links, files, and other resources found online. I will 
update this regularly and alert you to when I do so. Think of this as a fun experiment – I believe 
that having our class create its own online community of sorts will serve us well in this semester’s 
exploration of English, and the composition of it. I have loosely based this class around what I like 
to call “Magical Thinking”. This is a malleable term. People use and apply it to what they wish, so 
there are several “versions” or definitions of it out there. However, I will establish its own 
definition for class: when considering “Magical Thinking”, I will include sources from the 
surreal, the fairy tale, the fable, magical realism, the fantastical, and the speculative. So, as you will see, 
this is quite a broad definition. I chose to apply the concept of “Magical Thinking” as a theme to 
my teaching of English Comp. because I think it will prove an interesting vessel in which to 
explore our language and how we make it. The fable or the surrealistic painting, for example, are 
both based on the strengths of their images and/or ideas. Sometimes, in the surreal, these images 
are warped in order to surprise, to reflect upon, to subvert the expected; also: the fable would fail 
without the sturdiness of the moral (or lesson), behind it. These images and ideas are the 
backbones to these related genres. What is magic without the writer’s ability to successfully argue 
for our belief in it? Hm. Things to ponder these next few months… Of course, we’ll be considering 
a wide variety of material. I don’t want to scare you into thinking that you’ve accidentally signed 
up for “The Fairy Tale” instead of English Composition. Instead, “Magical Thinking” is merely a 
lens we’ll use from time to time to examine things with. I hope this will be beneficial to us all. 
 

http://engl200062.wordpress.com/

